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Each month, we add new, authentic texts to the Fluence CCR Content Bank. The 
following four represent some of the texts that we have recently added.  Enjoy! 
 
 
Grade 3: Fiction  
E16427 Excerpt from Year of the Dog: Digging Up a Book Idea, 
By Grace Lin 
 
The novel centers on Grace, an American girl of Taiwanese heritage. During the 
Chinese Year of the Dog, she toils with balancing the two cultures in her life. The 
novel develops themes of finding one’s passion, family, and friendship. Grace Lin is a 
celebrated author and illustrator who writes about the Asian-American experience. 
Grace states, “Books erase bias, they make the uncommon everyday, and the 
mundane exotic. A book makes all cultures universal." 
 
Grade 4: Fiction 
E16248 Akimbo’s Wish, by Alexander McCall Smith 
Text from Akimbo and the Elephants 
 
Akimbo’s Wish from Akimbo and The Elephants is the story of Akimbo, a young boy 
who lives with his parents in Africa, on a Kenyan game reserve. Akimbo is devoted 
to helping elephants and their conservation.  He devises a simple plan to thwart 
poachers of the elephants who want them for their tusks. Alexander McCall Smith 
has published over 50 books, and in 2004 he was awarded British Book Awards 
Author of the Year. 
 
Grade 7: Poetry 
E15786 from “Ode to the Cat,” by Pablo Neruda 
 
Pablo Neruda, 1971 Nobel Prize winner in Literature and author of over 35 books of 
poetry, is known as Latin America’s most esteemed poet and has been cited as the 
greatest poet of the twentieth century. “Ode to a Cat” celebrates the beauty of simple 
things, described in exquisite language.  
 
Grades 9-10: Informational Article 
E15963 Grades 9-10: “What Would Lincoln Do,” Wall Street Journal, by Richard 
Brookhiser 
 
To explore informational topics and real world news, our Common Core Item Bank 
contains high quality news media sources, such as the Wall Street Journal. “What 
Would Lincoln Do” is an article that explores Lincoln’s historical context and sets up 
the idea that Lincoln’s principles of actions can be a valuable and meaningful guide 
for people today. 
 


